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with arguments that he knows will have weight:
"To have come all the way from Moscow only
to allow ourselves, when within a few marches of
Paris, to be duped by an accursed traitor!"

The Tsar grew stronger in his demand that
peace should be dictated in Paris and nowhere
else, and that Napoleon should be deposed and the
whole dynasty changed. He even thought for a
moment of placing Bernadotte on the French
throne; but, because of the general opposition to
this plan, finally declared himself in favour of
recalling the Bourbons. Austria, on the other
hand, was all for delay, for sparing Napoleon, for
calling a congress of ministers which should meet
at once at Ch&tillon; and Metternich at last de-
clared roundly that not a step would the Austrian
troops advance until his demands should have
been granted.

The Tsar responded to this last sally that in such
a case he was prepared to carry on the war alone;
and Frederick William of Prussia, though natur-
ally only too inclined to sympathise with dilatory
and half measures, had sufficient loyalty to
declare that he would join his troops to those of
Alexander.

Great was the tension; but on January 28th a
compromise was effected which materially cleared
the situation. It was agreed to hold the conference
of ministers at ChAtillon, but, at the same time,
to continue vigorously the military operations.
The main army, 120,000 strong, was to march